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are. This is a digression I know, 
but suffice to say it is a bike in 
which a lot of room for 

idday.	 improvement can be found. 
How'd Easter go? Mine was good, went to my sister's So over the past two 

wedding in Geelong in the EJ Premier. Car went well, even years I have performed lots of 
though with family and gear on board (a boot full and a operations on the beast (which 
roof rack) we were nearly scraping the fuel tank on a friend referred to the other 
the road. Unfortunately, no motorcycle for the past day as "Frankenstein's 
few weeks. Why? Because of a disease I have. No, Motorcycle" due to the 
not that disease, I had penicillin a long time ago, bits of other bikes that 
and it hardly ever breaks out any more, only when have ended up on it). 
I'm stressed out over my phobia Vespas. No, this A kicker replaced 
disease is a more practical one. It gets in your the stuffed electric start. 
blood, in your brain, and especially in your wallet. No decompressor 
It controls your riding experiences. Its called though, until two weeks 
customisitus. ~~=? ago. New fork springs, 

What, you've never heard of it? Sure you new shockers, rear-set 
have. Haven't you known someone who couldn't pegs, Bikini Fairing, 
leave their bike alone? Someone who no matter air-fork balancing set up 
what they did to "improve" their ride, it was never (made from the 
good enough? Well, I'm one of them. schraeder valve fitting 

Not that my ride is any where near perfect. An FT 500 could from an Austin 1800 suspension 
not be considered a sweet handler or a superbike. An ex employee of system), Ace bars, weights 
Honda Australia told me that he had a pet theory when the FT first inside the bars to dampen 
came out that what had happened in the design phase of the bike was vibration (partially successful) 
that one bloke had done the front, one had done the back, then they and the piece de resistance 
stuck them together without much regard as to how compatible they (Continued on poge 79) 

MORE SNIPPETS 4 S's REPORT 4 S's REPORT 
-. . . ~ 

Mid North Register Meetings Coming Up 
OJ 

June 22 Spalding	 "It'5 beeo' wh,'e ,I", , po, ,eo '0 p'pe' fo," 40', ,epo"- " en 
fact, the last time I put in a plug for the 4B's Xmas dinner, last 
December . ;::0

July 27 Bute 
August 24 Crystal The 4B's Xmas dinner was a very pleasant, but quiet affair, and mI'd like to thank those of you who turned up. See below for det ails of
Brook MC Clubrooms our next event. ""'0 

Normally things quieten down at the hospital this time of year,September 28 but "business" has been stubbornly stea dy since lanuary. Just as you think o 
you'll have a quick hospital visit, you find a (ew extra customers inWarnertown Flinders ;::0residence. The message is that we need to be extra careful and vigilant at 
all times, and watch tfie 4 -wheeled monsters. --I 

I almost joined the bent and buckled list recently when 
someone ran into the back of the GTR. Is it my imagination, or is the 

Tourers Clubrooms 

~ traffic getting faster and more erratic! 
Again, I thank the 4B's members who visit the hospitals 

regularly. A special mention to Joanne and Andrew who not only visit OJ 
the RAH, but also Hampstead and Julie Farr, as well as working with "
head injury support groups. M<iny thanks as well to Sammi Ross for en 

Now is a good time to giving me a break by visiting the RAH during the hols. 
After discussion at the last meeting and with MRA members,\, ;::0update your old badge the 4B's have decided to hold our annual dinner early this year. On 25 mor if you have not got	 July at 7PM at the Flagstaff Hotel in Franklin St, we will have our din ner 

with an Xmas theme. I know this is not new, but it is for the MRA. Of ""'0one, buy one. course all MRA members and friends are welcome, and t he cost will be 
about $25 a head. So help us celebrate Xmas early and avoid the end of o 
year rush. It will be fun, particularly if we get a big group together.Cost $5 or $7 posted. ;::0 

Phone 8262 2150 and So give me a call on 8346-8068 if you are interested. We look forward --I 
to seeing you on July 25 thoorder one today. 
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Box of Bits for letters. This is the 
platform to air your views. Send 
your news, views, compliments & 
complaints to The Editor, GPO Box 
1895, Adelaide SA 5001. Or 
e-mail editor@mrasa.asn.au 

Dear Editor 

As members of the MRA 
Toy Run committee, it is 
very gratifying to see so 
many of the congratulatory 
letters to the Editor about 
the Toy Run. There are 
only eight or nine 
committee members who 
put this event together, 
along with at least one 
and sometimes two 
representatives from St 
Vincent De Paul Society. 
There has to be 
co-operation with the 
Holdfast Bay council, the 
Adelaide Hills Council (Mt 
Barker), the S.A. Police, 
the Sponsors, the traders 
and stall holders just to 
name a few. All this takes 
hundreds of hours of 
members time to put 
together. 
We need help in all sorts 
of areas, so if you think 
maybe you could help, 
contact any committee 
member, and they will 
point you in the right 
direction. 
Even if you don't have a 
Bike, we need cars to help 
as well - especially if it has 
a towbar ! 
The Toy Run committee 
needs help leading up to, 
during and after the event. 
If you can see your way 
clear to offer a few hours 
of your valuable time, we 
would all be very grateful. 

It is a great event, 
supporting a great cause, 
so lets all work together 
to make the event even 
better and the underprivi leged 
children even happier 

Thank You 
David Povey and Barry 
Edwards 

Hi Ashley. 
My partner, Michael, and I 
are members of the MRA, 
so the magazine arrived in 
the mail at our house 
yesterday. We were both 
really impressed with the 
way the magazine looks 
now. It obviously needed 
a woman's touch. (thanks 
Jennifer -Ed) It's makes 
for an interesting read and 
it is all set out really well. 

jennifer Holbrook, 
WIMA 

Hi Ashley, 
Fantastic mag and a huge 
transformation from the 
Centrestand of old. 
If your other committee 
members don't appreciate 
your talents, please keep 
us in mind !!!!(are you 

listening MRA SA?) 
Thank you for the generous 
MRAA comments as 
well :-). I'll try to keep a 
count on the number of 
SA registered bi kes at the 
GP this weekend. 

Bye for now, 
Garry 
MRAA 

Ashley, 
Congratulations on your 
mag 'Centrestand'. It is by 
and far the best club 
mag I have read. You may 
like to add our web site 
to your list of interesting 
web sites: <rightstart.com. 
au>. It is meant to be an 
informative and educationa I 

site for our prospective 
students, students, 
ex-students as well as the 
general street riders. 
Your comments would be 
welcomed. 

In the next update of our 
site we will put a link to 
your new website. 

Cheers, 
Graeme Rowe. 

The Editor, Centrestand. 
An article written by 
Shannon Caton appeared 
in the Messenger Press 
dated 12 April 2000, 
under the heading of Law 
& Order, which gave 
details of a SA Police 
"Operation Gauntlet" 
which was being run from 
the Holden Hill station 
and was aimed specifically 
at motorcyclists. 
It was explained that as 
part of this operation, 
Holden Hill police will 
target motorcyclists, 
checking the road 
worthiness of bikes, 
helmets and other safety 
equipment, and speeding. 
The article went on to 

explain that illegal helmets 
will be seized, and that 
would include those with 
words or pictures en
graved or painted on the 
outer shells of the 
helmets. 
The article purported to 

show that this was a road 
safety imitative, when in 
fact it is only the ongoing 
harassment of motorcyclists 
by the police. 
Interestingly, no mention 
was made in this article of 
the higher level of training 
required to obtain a 
motorcycle licence as 
opposed to getting a car 
licence. 

One item of great 
concern is the targeting of 
"other safety equipment". 
just exactly what does this 
include? Will you be asked 
to explain why you're 
wearing, or not wearing a 
particular type of jacket, 
gloves or boots? 
Another item of even 
greater concern is the 
targeting of graphics on 
helmets. It was not so 
long ago that Australia 
was the only country in 
the world to place a ban 
on black motorcycle 
helmets and this ban was 
based on the fraudulent 
claim that they were 
hazardous to wear whilst 
riding! It took years to 
reverse that ban. Are we 
about to go into another 
cycle of such nonsense? 
All members of the MRA 
should be aware that this 
article could be the 
warning of another round 
of anti-motorcycle activity 
by the authorities who are 
only too happy to take the 
large fees for registrati on 
and insurance that we pay 
them, but who are not 
prepared to accept us as 
legitimate road users. 
I do think that the name 
of this operation is very 
appropriate, as it will be 
all of us law abiding 
motorcyclists who will be 
running the gauntlet! 
Yours truly, 
Leslie Dicker 

Dear Editor 
Your magazine is really 
good and I read it to 
Garth who is near blind. 
Keep up the good work! 
Yours faithfully 
Margaret 

-~-1ffr,_;-d-h=-m-Ed-fts
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